space technologies and space activities led to the conclusion of various multilateral and bilateral agreements; national legislation has also stepped up to regulate national space activities. A distinct body of rules and principles has emerged to deal with legal issues arising from the exploration and use of outer space. As Von der Dunk summarized in his inaugural lecture, space law should be seen as "the collection of principles, norms, and rules relevant for at least one particular branch of space activity, regardless of which particular source they stem from."5 Space law is not yet a major branch of law in China, but with more and more space activities taking place, China has realised the increasingly important role of space law and has taken serious efforts to develop space laws. Generally, the above legal framework similarly applies to space law. Thus, it would be helpful to have some understandings of the Chinese legislation and legal system before moving to addressing the place that the specific field of space law will occupy in it.
The communist character of China may lead to misconceptions on issues such as the existence of private enterprises and their right to go before a court. Since the start of economic reform in 1978, China has introduced rules to encourage foreign investment and reform state-owned enterprises. Enterprises, both private and public, were granted greater autonomy in management and decision-making; economic reform also brought in greater varieties of economic actors. The legal status of all these economic actors was recognised in the Chinese Constitution.
The first amendment to the 1982 Constitution in 1988 made reference to the existence of a "private sector of the economy."6 The concept of a 'socialist market economy' was introduced into the Constitution in its second amendment in 1993, replacing the concept of "planned economy on the basis of socialist public ownership."7 The third amendment in 1999 went even further by stating that private economy and other non-public ownership sectors are important components of the socialist market economy and that the state protects the lawful rights and interests of private economy and other non-public ownership sectors.8 The Chinese government has since then gradually relaxed the widespread restrictions on private economy. Private enterprises can invest in many areas of economic activities, including space and high-tech sector.9
